
THE 1ST ESTATE IS THE CLERGY.
THE 2ND ESTATE IS NOBILITY.
THE 3RD ESTATE IS THE GENERAL POPULATION.
THE 4TH ESTATE IS THE PRESS.
THEN THERE IS…

“A clever, entertaining, plot-twister!…
Steven R. Berger has written a 
not-to-be-missed debut mystery.”
 –Margaret Coel, author of the Wind River 
mystery series.

“Mystery novels aren't known for their 
charm, until The Fifth Estate.…
Very worth the read.”
–Wick Downing whose award-winning, mystery-
suspense author’s latest is The Trials of Kate Hope. 

“A clever, intelligent, literary crime 
novel with something for everyone
–the 60s, rock and roll, today’s techy 
existence, with a twist that adds an 
international flavor. Savor the read!” 
–Christine Goff, author of the bestselling 
Birdwatcher’s Mystery series

If The Fifth Estate was a movie it might 
be directed by Ben Affleck.
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Chuck Gray, a 40-something 
family man who has worked 
at a paper supply house for 
nearly two decades can't help 
but be attracted to Felicia 
Tafoya, a beautiful Latina 
coworker more than 20 years 

his junior. In danger of missing an international 
flight after missing her bus, Chuck offers Felicia a 
ride. The next morning detectives ask Chuck some 
questions about the rape and murder of a woman 
matching Felicia's description, and before he 
realizes what's happening, Chuck is arrested.

Innocent Bystander explores the ordeal that one 
man faces when considered a suspect in a violent 
sex crime, and the resulting fallout with the people 
who thought they knew him best: his wife, teenage 
children, and colleagues. Is there such a thing as 
"innocent until proven guilty" anymore?

If Innocent Bystander was a movie it might be 
directed by Quentin Tarantino.
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Ursula Frank, an 
87-year-old woman, who 
has lived and seen it all 
from Nazi-scorched 
Europe to pre-Castro 
Cuba, was looking for a 
clever exit from her 

mortal coil by going into East L.A. at night looking 
for trouble. Unintentionally she interrupts the 
gang initiation of Reuben Montanez, a 17-year-old 
good guy who was simply hoping for a better life 
than his honest hard-working (deceased) brother. 
Little does Reuben know that Ursula just might 
have the answer to his hopes of a better life, if 
only she can share it with him before it is too 
late– for either of them.  

If Ursula’s Yahrtzeit Candle was a movie it might 
be directed by Ron Howard.  
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INNOCENT BYSTANDER
An American Tragedy
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